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On Jan. 23 and Feb. 5, the government's statistics agency (Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e
Estatistica-IBGE) released preliminary reports on the 1990 census. Brazil's total population is
calculated at 146.155 million, for an average 1.89% growth rate during the 1980s. In the 1970s, the
demographic growth rate was 2.48%; in the 1960s, 2.76%; and, the 1950s, 3.17%. The IBGE revised
its population projection for 2000 to 170 million, down from a 205 million figure calculated in the
1970s. The population count for the city of Sao Paulo was 9.48 million, Greater Sao Paulo, 15.199
million, and Sao Paulo state, 31.192 million. The average growth rate over the past 11 years for the
city was 1% per annum; the metropolitan region, 1.7%; and, the state, 2%. In 1990, 12.584 million
people resided in Rio de Janeiro state. The average annual growth rate for the state in the previous
11 years was 0.99%. Four states in 1990 accounted for 48.5% of the nation's population: Sao Paulo,
21%; Minas Gerais, 11%; Rio de Janeiro, 8.5%; and, Bahia, 8%. After Sao Paulo, the largest cities are
Rio de Janeiro, 9.6 million; Belo Horizonte, 3.462 million; Porto Alegre, 3.016 million; and, Recife,
2.859 million. According to demographers, sterilization of women was the principal cause of Brazil's
demographic growth rate decline in the 1980s. A 1986 study by the IBGE indicated that 20.1% of
women of child-bearing age (15 to 44 years of age) had been sterilized. The 6 million women had
opted for tying of the fallopian tubes, hysterectomy or other irreversible measures. A survey by
the Family Welfare Civil Society (BEMFAM) in 1986 indicated that 66% of reproductive age women
in Brazil use some form of birth control. The most common method was sugrical sterilization
(27%), followed by the pill (25%), diaphragm (14%), and coil (14%). The BEMFAM study indicated
that most surgical procedures were performed in public hospitals and in the poorest states of
the country. For instance, in the northeastern state of Piaui, 70% of women of reproductive age
had undergone sterilization, and 76.1% of the procedures were performed in public hospitals.
In advanced industrialized nations, an average of about 7% of women of child-bearing age have
undergone sterilization. On Feb. 18, Nafis Sadik, executive director of the UN Fund for Population
Activities (UNFPA), told reporters that the Fund will spend US$12 million in Brazil over the next five
years. The program will focus on the impoverished northeastern region, and poor neighborhoods in
large cities. The UNFPA seeks to reduce the global fertility rate from 3.9 children per women to 3.1
by 2000. (Source: Agence France-Presse, 01/23/92, 01/29/92, 02/05/92, 02/10/92)
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